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Spinning Alpaca Fleece

Alpaca fleece has very little lanolin, but because the animals enjoy rolling, they do have a tendency to collect vegetable matter.  This should be removed from your fleece before using.  Alpaca can be spun in the raw state (from either end of the staple),  but this is more suited to producing “character yarns”.

We recommend using fleece which has been washed and carded - it draws easily and is a pleasure to spin.  Carded fleece will produce a more even yarn which in turn maximises the natural lustre of alpaca.

Because of its excellent insulatory qualities, and its ability to drape beautifully, the best use of Alpaca fibre is in finer counts of yarn (up to 8 ply).  (Garments made from heavier counts than 8 ply will have limited use in our climate.)

Alpaca has a high tensile strength, but due to its silky nature, a reasonable amount of twist is required in the singles.  Care is then required when plying to ensure that sufficient twist is released, to allow the yarn to bulk up a little.  It only takes a tiny amount of extra twist to change a soft, lustrous yarn into a harsh, stringy yarn.  In commercial processing, steam is used to bulk up alpaca yarn.

Garments made from 100% alpaca yarn will retain their shape if knitted to a correct tension (see Knitting Hints).  Alpaca has an excellent memory, which ensures that ribbed bands retain their elasticity.  

Alpaca may be blended with other fibres, to create yarns with different properties.  Note however that different fibres should be washed separately first, as they may not have the same shrinkage rates.  Care should also be taken with differing dye absorption rates.

Most important of all – do get your spinning wheel out and try your alpaca fibre.  Happy spinning! 
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