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Knitting with Alpaca Yarn

Well constructed garments in alpaca will retain their shape.  Ribbed cuffs also retain their elasticity and if stretched will return to their original size over a period of 24 hours.  For this reason, “blocking” alpaca garments is not recommended.

To ensure a well constructed garment, care needs to be taken to choose an appropriate stitch style for the garment you are making. Correct tension is also absolutely essential and combined with good stitch selection will provide a garment that is structurally sound and will hold its shape.  Loose lacy stitches are only suited to items such as scarves and other accessories where maintaining a specific measurement is less important.  Well-spun alpaca yarns constructed to recognized counts will knit to standard tensions.  As a guide, the recommended tensions for stocking stitch are:

	4 ply yarn
	8 ply yarn

	Needles:

2.75 mm – bands

3.25 mm - body

Tension:

28 sts per 10 cm
	Needles:

3.25 mm – bands

4.0 mm – body

Tension:

22 sts per 10 cm


Alpaca is a very slippery yarn, so care is needed threading loose ends in when finishing.  Two small back stitches (about 2 cm apart) will stop threads from pulling straight out again, or working their way to the right side of the garment.  

Buttons should be sewn on using cotton not yarn.  This is contrary to normal practice, but the strength of alpaca will prevent the cotton from cutting the yarn.

Press garments firmly with a steam iron on a wool setting.  This is also recommended after washing.  
Alpaca garments should be stored flat.
Care Instructions for Alpaca Garments:  Wash by hand only, in lukewarm water.  Spin to remove excess water.  Dry flat in the shade.  Steam press.

Do not rub.  Do not bleach.  Do not tumble dry. 
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